Building Bridges  by Bergstresser, Paul R.
editorial
© 2012 The Society for Investigative Dermatology www.jidonline.org 1309
Growing up in a small town in New Mexico, I heard many conversations at the dinner table about two subjects 
related to my parents’ early lives: the St Louis 
Cardinals (a baseball team) and the Eads Bridge 
(which spans the Mississippi River). I certainly 
understood the importance of baseball, but I 
was somewhat mystified by so many comments 
about an old bridge. In 1950, I visited St Louis 
and saw the Cardinals win. I also saw the Eads 
Bridge, built in 1873. The history of the bridge 
is extraordinary, an enormous achievement by 
visionaries in transportation and commerce. On 
my first visit to New York City, I went to Ebbets 
Field and saw the Brooklyn Dodgers win. But 
it was the Brooklyn Bridge—a beautiful, fully 
functional bridge from another era (1883)—
that captured my imagination. Sixty years later, 
during my visit to Nanjing, conversation topics 
continued to include sports (specifically, Yao 
Ming, a national basketball hero). At the rec-
ommendation of my host, I visited the Nanjing 
Yangtze Bridge (built in 1968), arguably the 
most important bridge in the history of modern 
China.
Sports, we understand; it seems to be in our 
genetic makeup. But what is it about bridges? 
Only after seeing them did I learn the historic 
significance of these and many other bridges, as 
I became a student of national economic devel-
opment. Bridges have for centuries served as 
conduits of commerce, immigration, and even 
sport. By definition, a bridge provides a path 
across a previously restrictive barrier (such as 
the Mississippi, East, and Yangtze rivers). It was 
no accident that by 1900 St Louis had become 
the second largest railroad destination in the 
United States and at the same time its fourth 
largest city; the Eads Bridge made that possible. 
Try to imagine the number of people and the 
amount of commerce that have passed over the 
Brooklyn Bridge. And imagine even further the 
symbolic and functional importance of a land-
mark bridge across the Yangtze, built entirely 
through Chinese ingenuity, engineering, and 
labor. The Yangtze Bridge not only conveys com-
merce but has also been the symbol of a re-
emerging nation.
Not only do bridges serve important func-
tions in commerce and economic develop-
ment, but they are also often symbols of national 
pride, achievement, and independence. Some 
bridges are upside down—crossing not over, but 
under, bodies of water (such as the ocean chan-
nel between the United Kingdom and France). 
The concept of “bridge” may be expanded to 
include air transportation routes between cities 
and across oceans. It is extraordinary that in the 
year 2012, I am able to travel nonstop from my 
home near the Dallas/Fort Worth (DFW) airport 
to cities in four other continents: Sydney, Tokyo, 
Paris, and São Paulo. This is certainly not unique 
to Dallas; it is true of a great number of modern 
cities. The world of commerce and science is, 
indeed, becoming flat and covered with bridges.
But what does editing have to do with 
bridges? Allow me to back up and start from 
a different point. If I did not know it in 2007, 
when I accepted my current responsibilities, 
I certainly know now that editors in the twen-
ty-first century spend an inordinate amount 
of time in front of computer screens, doing 
work that includes reading, thinking, learn-
ing, advising, and deciding. I work with scien-
tists from around the world, without moving 
from my chair. In fact, I have many chairs—in 
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my office at UT Southwestern Medical Center in Dallas, 
in my home, and in hotels and airports around the world: 
Tokyo, Helsinki, Vienna, and many others. Those who sub-
mit manuscripts to JID send them electronically, via servers 
in Charlottesville, a small university town in Virginia. I have 
been to Charlottesville only once, to visit the home of my 
favorite president, but I go there—virtually—hundreds of 
times each week, and I have visited there thousands of times 
over my five years of service as Editor of JID. All this occurs 
by virtue of our modern bridge, the Internet, which conducts 
information about science, publishing, careers, and com-
merce. In many ways, it has made real bridges such as the 
Eads Bridge less necessary, because I do not cross it to do 
my work. Moreover, the Internet allows investigators to col-
laborate across our flat world...sort of a collaborative, intel-
lectual bridge.
But let us extend the analogy one step further, as I attempt 
to complete my analogies: a scientific journal is also a 
bridge, one that allows readers to look over the shoulders of 
scientists worldwide without leaving home. In fact, JID is an 
old bridge, dating back 75 years.
All these bridges—physical bridges, the Internet, and sci-
entific journals—have much the same impact: They facili-
tate and accelerate scientific progress. They make us better 
at what we like to do. The next time you are in Nanjing, St 
Louis, or New York City, or even Düsseldorf or Sydney, visit 
one of the bridges and imagine what the next bridge will be.
Before I say good-bye in this, my last editorial, let me 
acknowledge appreciation and gratitude for the past five 
years. First, I am enormously grateful to members of the 
Editorial Board, to reviewers around the world, and to the sci-
entists who submit their manuscripts for consideration. They 
have made the JID possible. Second, I am similarly grateful 
to Managing Editor Elizabeth Blalock, who has watched, 
advised, and effected with great care and intelligence. She 
kept me oriented and functioning; we have served together. 
The scientific decisions were all mine; we shared responsi-
bilities for the new ideas, and she made it all happen, most 
often seamlessly. Thank you, Elizabeth. Third, my goal has 
been to promote the growth of cutaneous science in a fash-
ion that ultimately benefits patients with skin diseases world-
wide. We have had some success. Finally, I have seen the JID 
not only as a repository of the best cutaneous science and as 
a mechanism to facilitate the growth of scientists and cutane-
ous science but also as a bridge among people around the 
world, facilitating information sharing, collaboration, educa-
tion, economic growth, and international understanding.
We now move toward the June 1 transition to the admin-
istration of Editor Barbara A. Gilchrest. I have known Barbara 
for 30 years, as we have served in the organizations that 
define our specialty and our scientific interests. I quickly 
grew to appreciate her energy, intelligence, and integrity. 
Readers of JID and members of our dermatological societies 
are in for a five-year treat, and I look forward to seeing how 
Barbara changes the Journal.
It has been my pleasure to serve dermatological science 
for these past five years and to work with authors, editors, 
and reviewers of enormous enthusiasm, energy, and capabil-
ity. And I have discovered why this time has been so special. 
I was given the opportunity to understand bridges in a new 
way and to walk over them many times every day.
Paul R. Bergstresser
Editor
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